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WITNESSINGADDITIONAL RESOURCES

WITNESSING IN 5 STEPS: 
EXPANDED
How do you feel about witnessing? Are you nervous? Excited? Throughout this Out-

reach Guide, you have learned many reasons WHY sharing the gospel is so important, 
and you received an overview of HOW to have a witnessing conversation with someone 
on page 80. Now we will give you even deeper training on each of the 5 “How to Wit-
ness” steps. After completing the training for each step, you will be confident and ready 
for a semester of witnessing!

An Overview of the 5 Witnessing Steps:
1.........................Prepare for the conversation
2..................................Begin the conversation
3....................Share the gospel with a booklet
4..........................Invite the person to respond
5......................................Prepare for follow-up

STEP 1: PrEPArE fOr ThE COnvErSATiOn
Before you jump into sharing the gospel, it is important to prepare your heart and mind 
for the interactions and conversations you will have. You never want to go out witnessing 
in your own strength. It’s important to stop and remind yourself of what God says about 
witnessing so that you go out in His power every time!

1 Remember what Scripture says about why we should witness. Dig into Scripture 
 to refresh your heart and mind with the great calling we have to be 

 ambassadors for Christ. Here are some truths about your calling to remind you 
 why you’re sharing:

• All Christians are called to be disciple-makers (Matt. 28:18-20).
• All Christians are called disciples and disciples share the gospel (Mark 1:17).
• All Christians are called to be Christ’s ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20).
• All Christians are commanded to warn about the coming judgment (Acts10:42). 
• All Christians who love Christ tell others about Christ (John 14:15).

Read more about these truths on 
page 59 of the Outreach Guide.

hOW TO WiTnESS
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2 Combat your fears with truth. Fear is the primary reason many of us don’t share 
 the gospel. It keeps us quiet. It keeps us tame. Fear is a powerful emotion that 

 the enemy uses to keep us from boldly sharing our faith in obedience to God. 
 Therefore, addressing fear is a crucial step in preparing to witness. We should 
 not let our fears stop us from witnessing. Instead, we should commit them to the 
 Lord in prayer, and then step out in faith, knowing we are doing the will 
 of the Lord.

The truth is that rejection and persecution are real parts 
of following Jesus. Jesus experienced both rejection and 
persecution, and He promised that we would experience 
them also. Remember that when people reject us 
because of our message, they are really rejecting Jesus 
(Luke 10:16). Instead of being discouraged when we’re 
rejected, let us count it as joy that we’re worthy to take 
part in Jesus’ sufferings, like the disciples did in Acts 5:41.

Combat the fear 
of rejection and 
persecution.

The truth is that if you share the gospel, you can’t fail!
It’s ultimately not our responsibility to change a person’s 
heart or convert them, nor do we have the power to do 
so. Those things are God’s job, and He alone has the pow-
er to do them. Our responsibility is to share. We don’t need 
to be the best preachers in the world or to have the per-
fect words. The definition of success in personal witnessing 
is: “to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, leaving 
the results to God.”* We need to trust God to change peo-
ple’s hearts, instead of trusting in our own abilities.

Combat the fear 
of failure.

The truth is that we have Jesus’ authority to share the 
gospel, and the Holy Spirit is with us. In the Great 
Commission, Jesus gave us authority to go and make 
disciples, and He said he would go with us while we do 
it: “Surely I will be with you, to the very end of the age” 
(Matt. 28:20). Then in John 16:7- 13, we learn that Jesus 
sent the Holy Spirit to be His presence with us: “It is best 
for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate 
won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send Him to you...
when the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all 
truth.” You don’t need to be afraid of being alone as you 
share because the Holy Spirit is with you, guiding you as 
you speak.

Combat the fear 
of insecurity.

 The definiTion of success in personal wiTnessing is: 
"To share chrisT in The power of The holy spiriT, 

leaving The resulTs To god."
*Bill Bright, Witnessing Without Fear: How To Share Your 

Faith With Confidence, Here's Life Publishers, Inc., 1987, p. 67.
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3 Recognize your need for the power of the Lord through prayer. You must pray. 
 If you don’t, you’ll be starting conversations about the Lord in your own 

 strength. So stop before you go and pray. Commit your fears to the Lord, and 
 commit the conversations you will have to Him. Prayer is powerful. It is a 
 beautiful reminder of who God is, who we are, and our immense need for 
 God’s power in our life.

Commit your fears to the Lord 
and pray for boldness, for “God 
gave us not a spirit of fear but 
of power and love” (2 Tim. 1:7). 
Follow the example of the apos-
tles who said, “Lord, look upon 
their threats and grant to your 
servants to continue to speak 
your word with all boldness” 
(Acts 4:29). Paul also asked 
people to pray for him to have 
boldness. He wrote, “Pray for 
me, that words may be given to 
me in opening my mouth boldly 
to proclaim the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am an am-
bassador in chains, that I may 
declare it boldly, as I ought to 
speak” (Eph. 6:18-20). Even Paul 
recognized his need for the Lord 
to fill him with boldness. We too 
need to rely on God’s power.

Pray for Boldness.

Before Jesus sent out His 
disciples to share the Good 
News with the world, He com-
missioned them: “You will 
receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. And 
you will be my witnesses, telling 
people about me everywhere” 
(Acts 1:8). Before you step out to 
do the work of the Lord, pray to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit!

Pray to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.

Remember, there is another voice speak-
ing through you, and that is the Holy Spirit. 
Trust that God is giving you words to speak 
to this person. He knows the heart of the 
person you are speaking to, and He knows 
what they need. Therefore, trust that the 
Holy Spirit will give you the right words to 
speak. “Do not worry about how to re-
spond or what to say. God will give you the 
right words at the right time. For it will not 
be you who will be speaking – it will be the 
Spirit of your Father speaking through you” 
(Matt. 10:19- 20).

Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
speak through you.

Pray for God to open the 
hearts of those you talk to.

Pray and trust that God will work in the 
lives of the people that you’re going 
to reach. Only God has the power to 
change the hearts of people, and we 
must acknowledge that and ask Him to 
work. Witnessing is a spiritual battle, not 
simply intellectual or relational. As Paul 
writes, “We do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but [...] against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph. 
6:12). We have responsibility and power 
only to share the gospel. God is the one 
who opens and changes hearts.

Turn to the next page to 
learn how to begin the 
conversation.
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STEP 2: bEgin ThE COnvErSATiOn
Once you’ve prepared your heart and mind for witnessing, it’s time to start a conversa-
tion and share about the Lord! Starting the conversation is often the hardest part. Where 
do you begin? How should you start? What if you freeze up? These fears are very com-
mon, but when you break it down and really think about it, starting a witnessing conver-
sation isn’t any more complicated than starting any other conversation! Essentially, there 
are 4 main parts to starting the discussion:

1...........................................Introduce yourself
2................................Ask a transition question
3.....................................Listen to the response
4.............................Ask a permission question

1 Introduce Yourself
 When you walk up to talk with someone about Christ, be calm. Meeting a 

 stranger may seem awkward at first, but don’t let it be awkward. Go introduce 
 yourself like you would to anyone.

Meet them with a friendly smile, make 
eye contact, and shake their hands. 
Let them see right off the bat that you 
are a kind person with good intentions. 
This nonverbal communication is helpful 
for easing the tension throughout the 
conversation. Tell your name, the name 
of the Christian club you are with, and 
a bit about the conversation you would 
like to have.

“Hi, my name’s Billy, and this is my friend Kim. We’re 
part of Campus Light Club. We’re going around 
and talking to some of our classmates about Jesus 
today. Are you free for a few minutes to talk?”

Ask for their names, and get to know 
them a little. Ask if they’d be willing to 
talk for a few minutes. Show genuine 
interest in the people you’re talking to 
and use any points of connection with 
them to engage them in conversation. 
This initial conversation about who you 
are, who they are, and commonalities 
you may have will help the conversa-
tion be smooth and enjoyable. 
Be yourself and relax.

“What’s your name? What grade are you in? I’ve 
seen you around campus. You play basketball, 
right?”

hOW TO WiTnESS

Example:

Example:
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2 Ask a Transition Question
 When starting a gospel-centered conversation about God, you don’t just want 

 to talk about non- spiritual topics the whole time. Therefore, after a few minutes 
 of introduction, you’ll want to be purposeful to move the conversation toward 
 sharing the gospel.

After you have been talking for a bit, 
shift the conversation to one of spiritual 
significance by using a transition 
question.

“Do you mind if I ask you a question?”

Once they say “yes,” ask one of the 
following helpful questions:

• What do you think the purpose of life is?
• Have you ever heard how you can know   
   God personally?
• Do you ever go to church?
• Do you know why Jesus died on the cross?
• On a scale from 1-10, how would you 
   rate your relationship with God? Do you 
   know how to have eternal life 
   (i.e. get to heaven)?
• Where do you think people go when they die?
• What do you think is the purpose of life?
• Who do you think the man Jesus was?
• On a scale from 1-10, how certain are 
   you that you’ll go to heaven? 
 • What is your religious background?

Example:

Example:
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3 Listen to Their Response
 When you are beginning a conversation with someone about God, it’s 

 common to jump in and do all of the talking. But the key to a good 
 conversation is listening! The purpose of listening is to show that you genuinely 
 care, reflecting Jesus’ love for them. Also, it’s helpful and important to learn 
 about the person and what parts of the gospel they might already be familiar 
 with. Their answers to these questions will help you know what their religious 
 background is, and what their current relationship with God is like. Knowing 
 where they are coming from will enable you to share the gospel 
 more effectively.

In response to some of their 
answers, in a loving way, ask good 
clarifying questions to better see where 
they are coming from. The purpose of 
these questions is to clarify, not to try to 
prove them wrong or to debate them.

“That’s very interesting. Can you tell me more 
about that?” Or “I’d love to know more; can you 
help me understand what you mean by that?”

—While understanding their beliefs is important, be intentional to guide the 
conversation toward actually sharing the gospel. Don’t let their beliefs become 
the main topic of conversation. Don’t get hung up here. Remember that as 
you share the gospel, some of their questions, thoughts, or beliefs may be ad-
dressed, so you don’t need to talk about everything they believe at the begin-
ning of the conversation. It’s important to find the balance between listening 
well while still guiding the conversation to your goal.

4 Ask a Permission Question
 Ask a permission question in order to transition from their spiritual beliefs 

 to the gospel message.

Ask a permission question that corre-
sponds to the transition question you 
asked. It’s important to ask for permis-
sion so that we don’t come across as 
pushy or offensive. We want to speak 
boldly but with sensitivity.

“Would it be okay with you if I share what I believe/
what the Bible says about the purpose of life?”

—At this point in the conversation, you will transition into sharing the gospel. 
You have spent time getting to know them, and you’ve learned a bit about 
their spiritual background. Both of these things will greatly help you know how 
to personalize the conversation to best meet their needs and address the 
questions they have.

Example:

Example:
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What if at the end of step 4 (the permission question) they say “no” to letting 
you share with them about what you believe about Christ? If they say “no” 
at this point, that’s ok. Thank them for their time and ask if you can leave with 
them the gospel booklet1 that you brought. The gospel booklet contains the 
entire gospel message, and hopefully they will read it on their own. You can 
trust that God will continue to work in their hearts after your conversation. Pray 
that they will think about the transition question that you asked them, and that 
the Lord would stir in their hearts a desire for the things of God. Trust that God 
will bring others into their life at a later time to continue where you left off.

But what if they say no?

These tips are just suggestions...
While the above conversation starter steps are helpful for some in starting a 
conversation, if you want to enter directly into sharing the gospel with some-
one, you can do so. You do not need to spend time finding out about a per-
son’s religious background to be able to share the good news of Christ.

In this scenario, you would simply 
introduce yourself (step 1) and then 
move straight into your permission 
question (step 4) asking if you can 
share the good news about Jesus. 

At that point, you would not ask a 
transition question (step 2) or listen to 
their response (step 3).

“Hi, I’m Billy, and this is Kim. What’s your name? 
We’re out talking to people about Jesus today. 
Would you mind if I share with you about Jesus for a 
few minutes?”

—There isn’t a right or wrong way to start a conversation with someone. Most 
importantly, approach everyone in love, using discernment as to what is best 
for that particular person. Your personality and personal style in sharing the 
gospel will help you find the best ways for you to transition to the gospel.

Note

Example:

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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How do you start a conversation with a friend?
Starting a conversation with a friend is very similar to starting one with a 
stranger. The only difference is that you have a history of a relationship 
together and you are used to spending time together. So how do you switch 
your normal conversation to be God-focused?

As you are spending time 
together, you can simply ask one of 
the transition questions. “Hey John, I know we’ve been friends for a while, 

and I know this might seem kind of random, but 
I’ve been wanting to ask you if you knew why Jesus 
died on the cross.”

Then listen, just as you would in any 
conversation. Ask clarifying questions 
to learn more about what your friend 
thinks. “That’s very interesting. Can you tell me more 

about that?”

From there, ask a permission question to 
move into sharing the gospel.

“Hey, I’ve never shared this part of my life with you 
before. Would you mind if I share with you why I’m 
a Christian?”

Or

You can ask your friend more 
directly if you can share what you 
believe. “Hey John, I know we’ve been friends for a while, 

and I know this might seem kind of random, but I 
realized recently that I’ve never shared with you 
about my faith. You know I go to youth group, and 
I’m involved in the Christian club, but I’ve never 
told you why or how I became a Christian. Would 
you mind if I share that with you?”

Turn to the next page to 
learn how share the 
gospel with a booklet.

Example:

Example:

Example:

Example:
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STEP 3: ShArE ThE gOSPEl WiTh A bOOklET
Now that you’ve begun the conversation and received permission to share what you 
believe, it’s time to explain the good news of Jesus! We recommend you use a gospel 
booklet as a tool to help you share the gospel message. Both Would You Like To Know 
God Personally1 and Connecting with God2 are excellent gospel booklets that will help 
you share the message fully, succinctly, and clearly.

As you transition into sharing the gospel 
with someone, pull out either book-
let and explain that you’d like to go 
through it with them.

“I have this little book that has the basic message 
of the Bible summarized in only four points. Can I go 
through it with you?”

how to go through the booklet with someone:
Corresponding to the 4 main points of the booklet, below are some tips to help you 
talk through the booklet and the gospel message clearly. These instructions will be 
most helpful to you if you read them alongside the booklet. So for this training 
resource, grab a gospel booklet and read the training!

1 God loves you and created you to know Him personally.
 The 1st point of the gospel message speaks of who God is and His desire for us 

 to know Him. Read through these pages with them to help them grasp the 
 ultimate goal for our lives.

After you read through this
section of the booklet, ask a few ques-
tions to see if the person understands 
the point.

“Do you believe in God? Do you believe in the 
Bible? Did you know that God loves you? Did you 
know that you were created to have a relationship 
with God?”

hOW TO WiTnESS

Example:

Example:

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.

2Connecting With God ©2007 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). All rights reserved. 
Available for purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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2 People are sinful and separated from God.
 The 2nd point1 of the gospel message explains how serious our sin condition is. It 

 is vital that your listener understands this. Only then will they see their need for 
 Christ. Without sin, there is no need for a savior, so they must understand the 
 need for Jesus.

Go through the verses in the booklet 
and make sure they understand the 
meaning of the Scriptures. Be sure to 
say we instead of you. This avoids com-
ing off self-righteous and judgmental. 
We are teaching the coming judgment 
of sin, but this judgment concerns 
all of us.

“Do you know what sin is?” “Have you ever 
thought about the fact that we are all sinners, 
separated from God?”

Explaining Romans 3:23:
This verse explains that all people fall short of God’s perfect standard. Some-
times people will think that they are “good” because they’re comparing them-
selves with other people. They don’t think they are as bad as murderers or 
thieves, etc., which in their mind makes them worthy of eternity. They also may 
think that their “good works” will earn them entrance into heaven. We must 
explain that God doesn’t judge people by how they compare to other people; 
He judges them with a standard of perfection.

Help establish that they are 
sinful beings by kindly asking 
questions that make them think 
along those lines.

“I’m not perfect. I’ve done a ton of wrong things. 
Have you done any wrong things?”

Explaining Romans 6:23:
Point out that “wages” means what we earn or deserve. Also, explain that the 
death referred to in this verse is both physical and spiritual.

Explaining the “Gap Illustration”:
It’s necessary for the person to grasp that we cannot do anything to save our-
selves or fix our relationship with God, including going to church or doing good 
things. By ourselves, we are hopeless. This picture shows that our works cause us 
to come up short according to God’s standards.

Ask questions to verify they understand 
what you are saying.

“Have you heard this before? Do you understand 
what the consequence of your sin is? What is it?”

Example:

Example:

Example:

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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3 Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for our sin.
 The 3rd point1 of the gospel message explains how Jesus’ sacrifice relates to our 

 sin. We deserve to die, but God loved us and sent Jesus to die in our place. This 
 point is the best news of all because it offers hope after they’ve just heard that 
 the wages of their sin is death!

This 3rd point is such an important point because it explains:
• Jesus is God.
• Jesus has conquered death and sin forever.
• We will also be raised from the dead when we die.

Explaining the illustration of the cross:
Talk through this illustration of the cross spanning the gap to show that Jesus, 
through His death and resurrection, is the only way that people can be saved. 
It is through Christ alone that our sin is removed and that we are able to be in 
relationship with God.

Stop here to grasp their understanding 
of the cross and of the meaning of 
Jesus dying on the cross.

“Have you heard this before? Do you understand 
why Jesus died on the cross? How do you see that 
relating to you personally?”

Emphasize the transition statement:

Many people are tempted to stop 
sharing the gospel at the 3rd point. BUT, 
if you do that, you haven’t given the 
whole message. You have to tell them 
that they must actually receive this gift 
of salvation that Christ offers.

“It is not enough just to know these facts about 
Jesus to be saved. You can know a lot of facts 
about something, but salvation in Christ requires 
faith and actually receiving Jesus as your 
Lord and Savior.”

Example:

Example:

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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4 We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
 The 4th point1 of the gospel message wraps up the entire message. You’ve 

 shared the story of Jesus, and now it’s very important to make clear that there 
 is a decision to be made and explain what exactly that decision is. The 
 decision is to receive or reject Christ as Savior and Lord.

Explain the choice they have:
After reading through the paragraph about receiving Christ, emphasize that it 
is a choice. We all need to choose whether we’re going to follow Jesus.
What does it mean to choose? In order to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Sav-
ior, we must believe that He is who the Bible says He is and did what the Bible 
said He did, and we must commit to follow Him with our lives.

Explaining the illustration of the circles:
• You can call the “throne” a “control seat” or “driver’s seat” if that’s 
   easier to understand.

• Point out that following Jesus includes giving up the right to run our own lives  
   and leaving behind things that don’t align with His will.

• Explain that making a decision to follow Christ doesn’t mean that we have   
   to stop all of our sinful behavior before we can be saved—God will accept us 
   exactly as we are—but it does mean that you’re making the first step of a 
   new way of life, in which you’re living for a person other than yourself.

After explaining the circles, ask 
questions to gauge their understanding. 
Many people will hear for the first time 
that following Christ requires a choice 
and a decision.

“Have you heard this before? What do you think 
about this? Do you understand what it means to 
receive Christ and live for Him? Do you understand 
the decision that needs to be made?”

And ThAT is an overview of the components of the gospel message!
• God’s Love • Our Sin • Jesus’ Sacrifice • Our Response

—There are many different ways that you can 
share the gospel, as long as you include these 
key concepts. You don’t need to repeat these 
4 points word-for-word or in a rigid order. But 
these points will help you know what truths 
a person needs to understand to fully grasp 
what it means to be follower of Christ.

Turn to the next page to 
learn how to invite the 
person to respond to the 
message you just shared.

Example:

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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STEP 4: inviTE ThE PErSOn TO rESPOnd
Once you’ve just explained that the gospel message requires a response, your listen-
er must make the decision whether they will receive Christ or not. This is a big transition 
because up to this point you may have been doing most of the talking. At this point, the 
message gets really personal and they have to interact with the truth you’ve just shared.

How do you ask them to respond to Christ?
Before you boldly ask how they would like to respond to the message, it’s important to 
talk with each person about their current spiritual state, finding out where they are in their 
relationship with God. Then you can ask where they want to be in the future based on 
the truths they just heard in the gospel message.

Explain the two ways to live:1

In the gospel booklet you will find 2 circles describing 2 spiritual states the person could 
be in:

1.........The Left Circle: They are on the throne of their life.
2.........The Right Circle: God is on the throne of their life.

You can call the “throne” a “control seat” or “driver’s seat” if that’s easier to understand.
Walk through this illustration, asking questions to gauge the state they are in currently, 
and what kind of relationship with God they would like to have.

QuESTiOn 1: “WhiCh CirClE bEST rEPrESEnTS yOur lifE nOW?”
Help the person think about their own 
spiritual situation by asking questions. 
The answer to this question will help you 
see if Christ is on the inside or outside of 
their life.

“Which circle best represents your life? Where are 
you based on this illustration? Where are you in your 
relationship with God?”

The person’s answer could be 1 of 3 things: 

“I’m the circle on the left” or 
“I’m the circle on the right” or 
“I’m not sure.” 

—Let’s unpack each of these responses and the meaning derived.

Note: The following training has been adapted from Cru and can be found at: leaderu.com/touching/shar-

eYourFaith.html

hOW TO WiTnESS

Example:

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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1 Those who respond: The Circle on the Left...
 This person is essentially saying that they are in control of their life and God is 

 not their Lord. This admission is a fabulous opportunity to challenge and 
 encourage the person to receive Christ as Lord and Savior. Move to the next 
 question, “Which circle would you like to represent your life?”

It takes a lot of honesty to admit that 
they are not following God. Acknowl-
edge that and transition into asking 
where and who they want to be. “Thanks for your honesty. It’s good to know where 

you are in your life.”

2 Those who respond: The Circle on the Right...
 This person is essentially saying that God is in control of their life and they are 

 professing faith in Christ. The person’s answer could be 1 of 3 things: 

1 This person received Christ at some point in their life 
 and is a Christian.

2 They may think they are saved, but are actually confused about 
 their salvation. Possibly they have misunderstood what it means to 
 follow Christ. For example, they may have grown up in church and 
 think that this alone qualifies them for salvation.

3 They may simply be saying what they think you want to hear.

You’ll want to discern if the person 
is truly a believer. You don’t want to 
assume they aren’t, or challenge them 
rudely, but you want to ask clarifying 
questions to make sure.

“What makes you say that? Can you tell me more 
about why you categorize yourself in that way?”

Listen carefully to their responses to discern 
if they genuinely made a decision to accept 
Christ at some time beforehand. For help 
with this, check out “Sharing the Gospel with 
Christians” on page 89.

—Their answers will help you know if you should 1) celebrate their salvation and 
help them grow in their walk with God, 2) clarify any misunderstandings they 
have and help them see the truth of what it means to accept Christ or 3) sort 
through any confusion they have to get to the truth of what they feel.

Example:

Example:
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3 Those who respond: With Uncertainty
 If the person you are talking with stares at you blankly, hesitates for an 

 extended period of time, seems like they don’t know how to answer your 
 question, or says “I’m not sure,” you’ll want to take time to help clarify things. 
 Ask questions to determine the reason for their uncertainty. Possibly, they are  
 confused about how to receive Christ. Possibly, they may have made some sort 
 of decision for Christ in years past, but have walked away from God and are 
 wondering where they would place themselves now.

Make sure to clarify what it means to 
follow Christ and the decision they 
must make. If they say they’ve already 
accepted Christ but don’t know where 
they are right now in light of how 
they’re living, make sure to share the 
grace of God that will accept them 
back into relationship with God. Share 
with them about repentance and 
forgiveness. But also ensure that their 
decision for Christ was genuine.

For help with this, check out “Sharing the Gospel 
with Christians” on page 89 of the Outreach Guide.

QuESTiOn 2: “WhiCh CirClE WOuld yOu likE TO 
   rEPrESEnT yOur lifE?”
You will ask this question after the person has carefully considered how they’re current-
ly living. At this point, you’ll invite the person who is living on the left or is unsure of their 
current place to make a decision to change the way they’re currently living and follow 
Jesus. When you ask this question, be friendly and interact with the person about this de-
cision. Talk with them about how big and important the decision is, and encourage them 
that it’s worth it. Listen to how they’re feeling about it, and help talk them through it.

“You seem unsure of how to respond to the ques-
tion I’ve just asked.  Is there something I can clarity 
for you?   Did you understand what I meant when I 
talked about God being in control of your life 
verses you being in control?”

Example:
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1 Those who respond: The Circle on the Left...or They Remain Hesitant
 For some, they may reply with “left” because they are still confused about 

 what the decision means. Maybe they are simply not interested in receiving 
 Christ at this time. Others are thinking that following Christ is not what they 
 want. The questions you ask will help you determine where they are.

Ask what specific things are holding 
them back from making the decision. 
Then do your best to address those 
things. Help clarify anything they are 
still confused about.

“What makes you say the left? Is there something 
that still seems confusing to you about living for 
God? What seems to be holding you back?”

If they still say they do not want to change and give their life to the Lord...

Lovingly challenge and encourage 
them to give it more thought and con-
sideration. It’s the most important de-
cision they can make! Share with them 
your heart on why living for the Lord is 
so important. Share with them your story 
if it seems appropriate.

“Can I ask you to re-consider your decision and 
challenge you to give this more thought? This de-
cision will change your life forever, starting now. 
There is no better way to live than living for God. 
And truly, the decision to accept Christ is the 
only thing that will secure your eternity. You don’t 
know if you’re going to be here tomorrow, so I 
encourage you not to wait and push this off.”

Important  to remember: 
Remember the balance of honesty, urgency, and joy. There’s a point when 
it’s ok to stop the conversation and entrust the person to God. Don’t push so 
hard that you come across harassing. If, ultimately, they choose not to accept 
Christ, don’t be discouraged. Regardless of their final response to the gospel, 
you are part of their process to salvation. You have done your part in sharing 
the good news of Jesus with them. You are following the Lord just by sharing His 
message of love and salvation. And you can trust that God can and will 
continue to work in their hearts after your conversation. Be encouraged!

Example:

Example:

For tips on how to share your 
testimony see “Sharing Your Testimony” in 
the online Additional Resources.
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How to close out the conversation with 
someone not interested in receiving Christ:
Before you finish the conversation, offer the person further resources to help 
them grow in their knowledge of Christ and what it means to be a Christian. But 
recognize, that who you are talking with will determine what they need and 
want. Some may adamantly say “no” wanting nothing to do with Christ. They 
may or may not want further resources. Others may be close to receiving Christ 
and may be grateful for further opportunities to grow. Discern what is best for 
each conversation and each person.

• Encourage them to connect with Christians around them: invite them to your 
   Christian club so that they can get to know people who follow Jesus. Invite 
   them to your church too. Ask if they know anyone in their life who is a 
   Christian who they could talk with about questions they may have in the 
   future.

• Give them materials to read on their own. Offer them the gospel booklet 
   you’ve just read with them so they can read it again on their own time. Offer 
   them a Gospel of John booklet, and encourage them to read it. You can 
   even point them to apologetic books and online resources if that seems 
   helpful.

• Encourage them to talk with God through the Word and through prayer. En
   courage them to try praying and reading the Bible for a week, asking God to 
   reveal Himself and show them who He is.

• Ask if you can fill out a witnessing contact card with their contact 
   information so someone from the Christian club can stay in contact with 
   them and offer them opportunities to learn more about Christ.

Note 
If the person is eager to receive the opportunities you give them and they 
seem interested in seeking God more, you should move to the “Prepare for 
Follow-Up” step with them and continue to stay in touch with them 
(See page 347).

Important: Don’t forget to graciously thank them for the conversation!
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2 Those who respond: The Circle on the Right...
 This person is most likely saying, “I want to change! I have heard the message 

 of the gospel and I no longer want to be in control of my life. I want God to be 
 in control of my life!” Exciting! But, as exciting as this is, it’s important to pray for 
 discernment to tell whether they are genuinely ready to receive Christ.

Note
Sometimes a person will say that they want to make the decision, but they 
want to do it later in their own home. This is totally fine. Encourage them to do 
so when they get home and not to wait or let the things of this world distract 
them from what they know God is calling them to do.

—After they’ve prayed or said that they definitely want to make a decision for 
Christ, your conversation with them is not over. Go through the rest of the gos-
pel booklet with them, which is rich with truths of what it means to follow Christ. 
And remember to immediately move into Step 5 of “How To Witness” – Prepare 
for Follow-Up.

Turn to the next page 
to learn how to 
prepare for follow-up

You don’t want to discourage someone 
from making this life-changing deci-
sion, but you’ll want to ask a clarifying 
question or two just to make sure they 
are aware and ready to give their life 
to Christ. If they seem confused or start 
to change their mind as you clarify with 
them, return back to explaining what it 
means to allow Christ to be in control of 
our lives, and what it means to give you 
life to Christ. If they are ready, cele-
brate this exciting moment with them! 
Then flip the page in the booklet and 
lead them in a prayer of salvation. Walk 
them through expressing their desire for 
salvation to God in prayer.

“That's wonderful!  How exciting!  So what you're 
saying is that you are ready to give your life to 
Christ and accept Him into your life as your Lord 
and Savior?”

Example:

1. Do they know and believe the gospel?
2. Are they ready to make this commitment?
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STEP 5 - PrEPArE fOr fOllOW-uP
Sharing the gospel with someone and inviting them to follow Jesus is only the first step in 
making disciples. Follow-up is the next step after sharing Christ with someone, where you 
can provide growth opportunities, helping launch each person into a lifestyle of living for 
Christ. So, before you end your gospel conversation, stay a while longer and share about 
opportunities for growing in Christ.

you’ll go through follow-up steps with the following groups...
Those who have just received Christ.

Those who recently rededicated their life to Christ and want to live for Him.

Those who are interested in a relationship with Christ but haven’t made the decision yet.

"and so, from The day we heard, we have 
noT ceased To pray for you, asking ThaT you 
maybe filled wiTh The knowledge of his will 
in all spiriTual wisdom and undersTanding, 
so as To walk in a manner worThy of The
lord, fully pleasing To him, bearing fruiT in
every good work and increasing in The
knowledge of god"

(colossians 1:9-1o).

hOW TO WiTnESS
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follow-up action steps during witnessing:

1 Go through the GROWTH acronym 
 on page 15 of the gospel booklet.1 

 This contains helpful tips for growing 
 as a new Christian.

2. Explain the importance of being 
 involved in a Christian community 

 to grow in Christ. Encourage each 
 person to surround themselves with 
 other people who are trying to live, 
 grow, and learn together in Christ.

 • Invite them to your youth group, 
 church, Christian club meeting, and 
 follow-up events. Give them the 
 date, time, and location for each 
 opportunity and a flyer so they re-
 member. Offer to meet them there 
 or pick them up so they feel comfort
 able attending.

 • Ask them if they know any other 
 Christians in their life and encourage 
 them to talk with them about their 
 new decision to follow Christ. These 
 Christians can also be great 
 resources for further questions they 
 may have.

3 Share with them the power of God’s 
 Word and offer them any Christian 

 materials you have (Bibles, Gospels 
 of John, etc.). Explain where to 
 begin reading.

 • Give them the gospel booklet 
 you’ve just read with them so they 
 can review it again on their own 
 time. For those who weren’t ready to 
 receive Christ, trust that God will 
 continue to work in their hearts.

4 Ask for their contact information so 
 you can update them about 

 opportunities to grow in the future 
 and continue your conversation. Fill 
 out a witnessing contact card for 
 them, with their name and contact 
 information.

 • Here is a natural way to ask for this: 
 “Hey, if you’re interested in learning 
 more about any of this or checking 
 out the club, church or a youth 
 group, I can write down your 
 contact info and someone from the 
 club can contact you later. Would 
 you like that?”

 • After the conversation is over, 
 record the remaining information 
 on the Witnessing Contact Card 
 and turn it into your club leadership. 
 They will keep these cards until your 
 “Follow-Up Phase” where you’ll work 
 as a team to connect with each 
 person you shared Christ with during 
 the semester, offering them 
 opportunities to learn more about 
 Christ and grow in their faith.

5 Ask if you can pray with them. Thank 
 God for the work He is doing in each 

 person’s heart and pray that God 
 would continue to reveal Himself and 
 change their lives.

6 Thank them for the conversation, 
 and let them know that you or some

 one from the club will be in contact 
 with them soon.

See next page for an example 
of the witnessing contact card

1Would You Like To Know God Personally? ©2009 The Bright Media Foundation (BMF) and Campus Crusade Christ International (CCCI). 
All rights reserved. A version of Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws?  written by Bill Bright, ©1965-2009  BMF and CCCI.  Available for 
purchase at www.cru.org. Used with permission.
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follow-up perspective:
However, if you already know the person 
you are talking to – even a little bit – use 
your relationship to deepen this follow-up 
process. Although you will formally fol-
low up with each student who has heard 
the gospel this year during the Follow-Up 
Phase, DON’T WAIT until then. Prayer-
fully seek out opportunities to follow up 
throughout the year with the students you 
know and can build relationships with. 
Walk beside them, helping them grow in 
Christ and plugging them into the Christian 
community both in your church and on 
campus.

Realistically you won’t be able to walk 
beside someone throughout their entire 
life, discipling them every step of the way. 
BUT, you can point them in the right direc-
tion and trust the Holy Spirit to continue 
working in their hearts, helping them grow 
in Christ.

See page 244 of the 
Outreach Guide for 
more training on having 
follow-up conversations.

“For you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and en-
couraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into 
His own kingdom and glory"

(1 Thess. 2:11-12).

 They started a relationship with God by 
 committing their life to Jesus for the first time.

 They already had a relationship with God, 

 but, they recommitted their life to Jesus.

 They did not make any decision

Example:

You can download and make copies of this card 
online in Additional Resources under Templates.

ThAT’S All Of ThE 
5 WiTnESSing STEPS
Congratulations! You’ve just 
completed the 5 steps of “How 
to Witness.” We pray that these 
steps empower you with a plan 
and fill you with confidence so 
you can share the good news of 
Jesus with boldness. Remember, 
these are just steps and tools to 
help you. This is not a science or 
a checklist for you to follow. Go 
out in faith, trusting that God will 
speak through you differently for 
each person you talk with and 
use you to bring His gospel 
message to many!

Witnessing Contact Card



Sean, a Biola student leader in CSP, had 
the opportunity to share the gospel with 

two students from La Mirada High School 
who both accepted Christ.
 Valerie and Christian had both come 
from extremely difficult family backgrounds 
with their homes shattered by divorce. 
Valerie was homeless, sleeping on the floor 
in her aunt’s house because she could not 
live with either of her parents. Christian was 
in a similar situation; he and his sister were 
sleeping on the floor at his grandparent’s 
house. Sean explains, 

 “I said to them, ‘You seem like you 
 could use some good news,’ and 
 they said, ‘yeah, that’d be good.’”
 
He walked through the whole gospel with 
them, particularly stressing God as a father 
who wants a relationship with them. He said 

S E A N
that if we confess, then God will redeem 
and restore us. He told them that their new 
brothers and sisters in Christ would be their 
family when their other family couldn’t.
 They responded saying they would 
love to do that. “Right then and there they 
decided to give their lives to Christ,” Sean 
said.
  Sean explains, “Being intentional to 
offer [the gospel] to people is the main 
component that makes the story cool. It 
could have ended with us praying for the 
students, but the Lord really put it on my 
heart to share the gospel. None of this would 
have happened if we would have prayed 
and walked away. You have to make sure 
you are willing to share the gospel in every 
conversation and be confident enough in 
God to be willing to say something to lead 
them to that opportunity.”

Hear it from
T O S E L L O

A STORY OF SHARING, HEARING
AND RECEIVING


